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developments, perhaps we may call them mistakes of the
democratic Powers, that Italy is to-day one end of the world-
dominating axis. But is it mere chance? Haushofer asked, not
so long ago: "Where does Italy stand? Where is she going? Is
she really entirely a renovating Power, as her Fascism declares,
or is her Mediterranean situation forcing her back into the
ranks of the old-style colonial Powers, to the Geneva League?"
But Italy herself could not have developed alone into a renovat-
ing Power. Thus the meeting between Italy and Germany was
of fateful importance to both.   Their union is irreplaceable,
perhaps also indissoluble.  Italy gave dynamism political style
and rhythm and inner control. But Germany first gave it the
consciousness of its great revolutionary task in foreign policy.
Only the association between the two provided the opportunity
of  action   on   a   grand   scale.    These   circumstances   are
illuminating, but the inference is rarely drawn in Germany that
the country's advance would have had a substantially duTerent
aspect without this axis alliance, which was by no means a
foregone conclusion. This shows how weak and casual were the
foundations of this whole policy.
What is astonishing is Hitler's foresight in working for the
German-Italian association. He met at first with almost a
disdainful reception from Mussolini, but he did not allow him-
self to be deterred by that. He even overlooked the hurt to his
own feelings. It was unquestionably German dynamism that
was the suitor in this German-Italian alliance. So there came
into being a sort of league of the proletarian nations against the
possessing Powers. It was only with the alliance between
Germany and Italy that the sterile political talk of revision
turned into the political determination to achieve a total
reordering and redistribution of the world.
"Cells" or points of departure "of future European develop-
ment" is the name Haushofer has given to the problems of
interest to National Socialist dynamism, including the problems